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Canceled events include the Swiss International Film Festival and Forum on Human Rights, 
planned for early March47 the Red Sea International Film Festival, which was to be held for 
the first time in March 20207 the March 2020 South by Southwest SXSW, which would have 
included film screenings54 the 2020 BFI Flare: London LGBTIQ+ Film Festival55 
Nickelodeons 2020 Slimefest festival5657 Qumra, the Doha Film Institutes international 
directors conference Hong Kong Filmart, a large film market event the National Association 
of Theatre Owners CinemaCon 202058 and Lilles Series Mania television festival.31 The 
22nd edition of Ebertfest and the 44th edition of the Cleveland International Film Festival 
are cancelled.5960 New Jerseys global film festival, Garden State Film Festival, scheduled 
for March 25-29, cancelled their in-person Asbury Park-based festival, however will be 
proceeding with the original schedule in a real-time live-streaming online format.61 The 
55th Karlovy Vary International Film Festival was canceled and postponed to 2021 its 
organizers later announced plans to hold an unofficial 54 % edition in November,62 but it 
was cancelled due to the reinstatement of restrictions in the country.63 


Theatrical releases : On January 22, 2020, the Chinese blockbuster Lost in Russia canceled 
its theatrical release and was sent to streaming platforms. It was made available to Watch 
for free, a move said to encourage people to Watch it and stay home. The next day, all 
theaters in China were closed. On January 31, Enter the Fat Dragon also premiered 
online.80 Lost in Russia was streamed by 180 million accounts in the first three days after 
its release Chinas highest-grossing film and the highest-grossing non-English film ever was 
2017s Wolf Warrior 2, which had sold a total of over 160 million tickets worldwide.81 At the 
beginning of February, American films set to premiere in China over February and March 
were officially canceled.80 Chinese media companies began making more films free online 
through January.82 Asian markets also saw Chinese and Hong Kong film distributors cancel 
exports over the Lunar New Year holiday, including for the films Vanguard, Detective 
Chinatown 3, The Rescue, and Legend of Deification Taiwanese film Do You Love Me As I 
Love You had its Asian release moved to April.83 Cinemas in Asian countries without public 


restrictions have been increasing hygiene measures, with the spokesperson for one chain 
saying that they added more hand sanitizer dispensers, performed temperature checks on 
staff and moviegoers, cleaned facilities more frequently, and displayed public health 
warnings on the movie screens.83 The Lunar New Year holiday is a large market for film 
releases across Asia, but was stunted in 2020 as the outbreak began rapidly spreading over 
this period of time.83 


In a strategy called virtual cinema, some film distributors have created new partnerships 
with small movie theaters and art houses to provide a portion of online streaming sales, 
including Kino Lorber, Film Movement, Music Box Films, Hope Runs High, and Oscilloscope 
Labs.67154 Warner Bros. Pictures announced in December 2020 that it would 
simultaneously release its slate of 2021 films both as theatrical releases and available for 
streaming on HBO Max for a period of one month.155 This approach, called Project 
Popcorn, led to many filmmakers, production companies and theater chains to voice their 
disappointment and displeasure over the move, especially since they were not informed and 
consulted with over the move, as well as in regards to contractual and legal obligations.156 
In March 2021, it was announced that Warner Bros. would discontinue same-day releases in 
2022, as part of an agreement the studio reached with Cineworld which operates Regal 
Cinemas, and would instead use a 45-day exclusive release window for theaters.157 The 
studio made a similar deal with AMC Theaters in August 2021.158159 Paramount Pictures 
announced that it would release PAW Patrol: The movie on Paramount+ on the same day as 
its theatrical release.160 
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